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CHARLOTTE USA DATA CENTER ADVANTAGE 
In the Charlotte USA region we can assist you in the process of selecting the best location for 
your company’s data center operation.  We understand that your location decision must meet 
specific criteria including: 

• Adequate supply of skilled and available labor for the industry 
• A quality telecommunications infrastructure 
• Competitive and reliable power supply 
• Aggressive taxes and incentives 
• Available properties that will meet specific facility requirements 
• Strategically located in the center of the East Coast 

In today’s competitive business marketplace businesses are required to strategically integrate 
more of their operations into highly functional datacenter locations.  This convergence of 
operations covers many industry sectors including the insurance, banking, finance, and life 
science companies. 
 
TALENTED AND SKILLED WORKFORCE 
 
The Charlotte area offers a quality mix of available and skilled IT professionals. The pool of 
available labor in IT professions (over 25,000) is strong due to the significant concentration of 
financial services, telecommunications, data processing, software, and engineering firms in the 
Charlotte region:  

  • The presence in telecommunications includes over 50 cellular and mobile telephone 
companies and over 80 internet companies.  

  

• Charlotte is the second largest financial center in the United States. Only New York holds 
more financial assets than Charlotte. Bank of America, the largest bank in the US, and  Wells 
Fargo/Wachovia Corporation, are headquartered in Charlotte.  Their presence has spawned a 
growing financial services industry in the Charlotte region. There are currently 253 companies 
in the Charlotte region offering financial services that employ almost 60,000 professionals. 

• The Charlotte region also houses many large operational and customer service centers for 
companies like CitiFinancial, GE Capital/Lowe’s Credit, and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
Inc. with a local workforce over 10,000. In 2000, TIAA-CREF, the Teachers Insurance and 
Annuity Association College Retirement Equities Fund, opened a major new operations, data, 
and customer service center in Charlotte. The Charlotte region also houses the corporate 
headquarters of Royal & Sun Alliance and Transamerica Reinsurance. Allstate, AmeriCredit, 
The Hartford, Kemper, Liberty Mutual, MetLife, Nationwide, State Farm and Travelers all 
have operational or processing centers in the Charlotte region.  
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Major IT degree programs at the Charlotte Region’s 34 colleges and universities graduate new 
workforce entrants in significant numbers.  Several local institutions award bachelor's degrees 
in Computer Science, with approximately 150 graduates annually, in computer and information 
sciences. University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Winthrop University, Gardner-Webb 
University and Pfeiffer University also award graduate degrees in the field. Associate's degrees 
awarded annually exceed 185; and certificates awarded in computer science by area vo-tech, 
career, and community colleges exceeded 200.  
Additionally, computing-related engineering programs in the metro area award about 50 
bachelor's degrees annually. Graduate programs are also offered by University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, the fourth largest UNC campus in North Carolina. Annual associate's 
degrees awarded in computing-related engineering technology programs exceed 20.  
Note that Charlotte’s corporate community acts as an employment magnet, attracting new 
graduates from major institutions in the Southeast such as Duke University, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, North Carolina State University, Clemson University and 
Georgia Institute of Technology so the recruitment pool of recent IT grads is much larger than 
just the 16 county region.  Nearly 40% of Charlotte’s residents hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree, ranking Charlotte #7 among the top ten ‘smartest’ U.S. cities. 
 

Map of Colleges and Universities 
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TAXES  
Charlotte USA has competitive local and state taxes and incentives programs developed 
specifically for data center projects.  Important taxes and incentives include: 
 

2009 Business Tax Comparison 
 North Carolina South Carolina 
   

Corporate Income Tax Rate 6.9% 5% 
Sales & Use Tax 4.5% statewide with local 

2.25% or 2.75% optional rate 
6% statewide with a local 1% or 

2% optional rate 
Corporate License Fee / 

Franchise Tax 
$1.50 per $1,000 and is applied 
to the greatest base determined 
as set forth by law.  Minimum 

tax is $35. 

$1.25 per $1,000 
Minimum tax is $25. 

Inventory Tax None None 
Property Tax No state property tax.  Rates 

assessed per $100 of 100% 
assessed value. 

No state property tax.  Tax rates 
based on millage rate multiplied 
by assessment ratio (6 – 10.5%) 

Manufacturing Fuels Sales Tax 1% on fuel for agricultural or 
manufacturing use or to 

commercial laundries other 
than electricity or piped natural 

gas. 

None 

Electricity Sales Tax Rate is 1.4% and effective 
7/1/09 the rate is reduced  to 

0.8% Effective 7/1/10 - sales are 
exempt.  

None 

Natural Gas Sales Tax 2.83%; not subject to local rate None 
Telephone Service  

Sales Tax 
3% local; 6% intrastate 

$50,000 cap applies for call 
centers. 

Sales tax exemption for long 
distance services, including 800 

numbers. 
Unemployment Insurance Rate Average Rate: $200.40 

Employers Rate: 0% to 6.84% 
Taxable Base: $17,800 

Average Rate: $234.00 
Employers Rate: 2.7% (new) to 

5.4% (max) 
Taxable Base: $7,000 

Note: The data represented in this document is subject to changes.  The Charlotte Regional Partnership does not maintain all information 
associated with this product and although the information is believed to be fundamentally accurate, no guarantee as to the accuracy or 
completeness are expressed or implied 
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North Carolina Local Property Tax Calculation Example: 
Capital Investment Assumptions: 

- $73.5 million total  
- 86% personal property / 14% real property 

 
Calculation Example: 

Personal Property*: 
($63.21 million / 100) x combined tax rate** = Annual City/County Tax Bill 
Real Property: 
($10.29 million / 100) x combined tax rate** = Annual City/County Tax Bill  
 
* Personal property depreciation can vary depending upon item. 
** Combined tax rates range from .42 to 1.433 per $100 of 100% assessed value. 
 

If a qualified project is approved for a Local Grant Program the company would pay their annual tax 
bill but would receive a grant back from the local county and/or city. 
 
 
South Carolina Local Property Tax Calculation Example: 
Capital Investment Assumptions: 

- $73.5 million total  
- 86% personal property / 14% real property 

 
Calculation Example: 

Personal Property*: 
($63.21 million x 10.5% Assessment Ratio**) x Millage Rate*** = Annual  

          City/County Tax Bill 
Real Property: 
($10.29 million x 6% Assessment Ratio**) x Millage Rate*** = Annual  

       City/County Tax Bill
  

* Personal property depreciation can vary depending upon item. 
** Commercial personal property is assessed at 10.5% and 6% on real property. 
*** Combined tax millage rates range from .228 to .422.  One mill = $.001 

 
A qualified data center project could see a reduction in the assessment ratio and a locked millage rate 
over a period of time with a Fee-in-Lieu of Tax Agreement OR they may want to do a Property Tax 
Abatement which would annually exempt for five years the county and/or the city portion of the tax 
millage. 
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INCENTIVES 

North Carolina 
 
Job Development Investment Grant – Awards negotiated grants to companies that create jobs and 
investment that would not otherwise be established or located in the state. Twenty-five job development 
investment grants will be awarded annually to strategically important new and expanding businesses 
and industrial projects. Grants to companies are funded by up to 75 percent of the annual employee 
withholding taxes for the new jobs at the new or expanded facility for up to 12 years.    
 
One North Carolina Fund – Awards discretionary grants to companies based on the number of jobs 
created, the economic impact of the project, importance of the project to the state, the quality of 
industry and the environmental impact. Funds may be used for infrastructure improvement or 
construction, renovation of existing a building or the acquisition of new machinery and equipment.  
 
Credits for Growing Businesses (Article 3J) – Provides tax credits to qualifying businesses for job 
creation and investment in machinery, equipment and other business property.  Equipment relocated to 
N.C. qualifies at its net present value.  In most cases, taxpayers must meet a wage standard in the 
county in which they locate. Companies can get enhanced credits by locating in designated Urban 
Progress Zones or Agrarian Growth Zones.  
 
Employee Recruitment and Screening – The North Carolina Employment Security Commission 
(NCESC) provides free of charge assistance in recruiting and screening prospective employees.  By 
hiring an employee through the NCESC a company has a 100-day probationary period to help control 
unemployment insurance costs.    
    
North Carolina Community Colleges Training Program – Provides training free of charge for 
eligible new or expanding companies that create a minimum of 12 jobs.   Eligible training expenses 
include: classroom materials, training space, instructor’s wages and worldwide travel expenses.    
 
Sales Tax Exemption for Large Scale Data Centers - Qualified large data center projects investing 
in real and personal property will be exempt from sales and use taxes on machinery and equipment.  
However, a one percent privilege tax will be imposed on eligible datacenter purchases (maximum of 
$80 per article).  Qualified data center projects must be designated as a Tier 4 classification as 
designated by the Uptime Institute and make minimum real and personal property investment levels 
based on NC Development Tier structure as follows: 

- Tier 1 counties – a minimum of $150 million investment in real and/or personal property 
within 5 years after commencement of construction. 

- Tier 2 and 3 counties – a minimum of $300 million investment in real and/or personal 
property within 5 years after commencement of construction. 

 
Local Grant Programs – Programs developed at the county and city level can assist new and 
expanding companies with the creation of new jobs and capital investment.  Qualified businesses that 
meet required levels of investment and job creation can receive grants over a set period of time.  The 
required level of investment and jobs varies by location and program. 
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Government Funded Water and Sewer Improvements - To ensure a quality infrastructure, many 
local governments will invest money in utilities up to the amount that will be recovered in taxes over an 
8-10 year period.  
  
Utility Extension Assistance - Some communities provide electric power and natural gas to sites for 
industrial customers.  Their participation in municipal utility organizations makes expanded or unique 
resources available as potential incentives.  Investor owned utilities and rural cooperative utilities also 
have assistance programs depending upon project characteristics and needs.   
  
Road Improvements - To help handle increased traffic and safety demands at business locations, a 
state-administrated program allows local elected officials to use tax dollars for road improvements to 
meet the needs of local industries.  
 

South Carolina 
 
 
Job Development Credit - Qualifying companies locating in South Carolina may invest a portion of 
new employees' state personal withholding taxes in their projects for a period of up to 10 to 15 years, 
depending upon the status of the county.  The company must reach a minimum level of job creation, be 
classified as a manufacturing, distribution, warehousing or corporate office facility, and provide some 
benefits to employees including health care.  Employees’ pay rates and the county chosen for a 
company’s Job Tax Credit designation influence the amount of state personal withholding taxes the 
company may retain.  Companies must pay an application fee, an annual renewal fee, and receive a 
positive cost/benefit certification.   
  
Job Tax Credits - South Carolina provides companies a credit against their corporate income tax 
liability for jobs created anywhere in the state. Credits range from $750 to $8,000 per new job 
depending upon the county designation. Credits may be used to offset 50% of the company’s state 
corporate income tax liability and have a 15 year carry-forward. Companies must create a minimum of 
2 to 10 new jobs in a year to qualify, depending upon the employment size of the company.  
 
Supplemental Economic Development Fund - South Carolina has highway funds specifically 
designed for economic development projects. These funds are used with local projects and specifically 
used for the construction of new or improved roads for the benefit of new or expanding businesses.  
  
South Carolina Resources Authority - Created to assist local governments in financing water and 
sewer projects in rural South Carolina, the South Carolina Resources Authority benefits businesses by 
enabling the local governments to provide the utility structure needed for the operation of business and 
industrial facilities.  
  
The Authority acts as an infrastructure bank for composite revenue bonds, loans or grants to any 
county, municipality, special purpose/service district, commission of public works and any private 
nonprofit water and/or sewer company.  
 
Customized Workforce Training - Companies locating in South Carolina may use its extensive 
statewide network of technical colleges to recruit, screen, test, and train workers to specification at little  
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or no cost to the company. readySC is operated entirely with state funds and imposes no hiring 
requirements on companies which use it. The estimated value of readySC can range from $4,500 to 
$9,500 depending upon the complexity of the business training needs. 
 
Technology Intensive Sales Tax Exemption – “Technology Intensive” new and/or expanding 
facilities in South Carolina may be exempt from some sales and use taxes when the new and/or 
expanding facility meets certain investment and job creation requirements.  For a company to qualify 
for these exemptions, the new and/or expanding facility must: 

• Qualify as a “technology intensive facility” as the term is defined in the SC jobs tax credit 
statute. 

• Invest at least $300 million in property at the facility over a five year period, 60% of which 
must be spent on computer equipment. 

• Create at least 100 new jobs with an average wage that is at least 150% of the state per capita 
wage within a five year period. 

 
The items that may be exempt from sales and use tax are: computer equipment, electricity used by the 
facility, and equipment and raw materials.  Once qualified for this exemption, all future computer 
equipment purchases are exempt. 
 
Fee-in-Lieu - Companies investing $2.5 million or more in South Carolina in a five-year period may 
negotiate fee-in-lieu of property taxes with a county to obtain a reduced assessment rate from 10.5% to 
as low as 6% and a lower than normal millage rate for a period of up to 20 years.  For certain large 
projects – such as $400 million in investment and 200 jobs – assessment ratios can be negotiated to as 
low as 4%.  A company can either negotiate a Fee-in-Lieu of Taxes OR a take the statutory Property 
Tax Abatement. 
 
Special Source Revenue Credit – In connection with the Fee-in-Lieu, a county, at their discretion may 
issue a special source revenue credit to help a company with specific project costs. The credits can be 
negotiated for a variable number of years up to the length of a fee and can be used to offset real 
property costs or infrastructure costs.  
  
Property Tax Abatement - Companies locating in South Carolina with an investment of $50,000 or 
more receive an abatement of the county ordinary portion of their property taxes for a period of five 
years. In general this will result in a savings of up between 25% and 35% on a company’s property 
taxes.  
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
Charlotte USA enjoys the benefit of one of the world’s most advanced telecommunications 
networks. Over 18 inter-exchange carriers operate POP’s and other facilities.  The region has a 
well maintained service network with unsurpassed access to an extensive fiber network with 
digital switching capability, DSL technology, frame relay for cost-efficient data transmission 
for intermittent-burst-orientated traffic between end-points in a wide area network, Integrated 
Services Digital Network (ISDN), and point-to-point services that includes DS-O, DS-1, T-1, 
and DS services.  

Telecommunications Providers 
Access Integrated Networks Access Point, Inc. 
Alltel Communications Alternative Phone 
AT&T BellSouth Communications 
BTI Centel 
Chester Telephone Company Comporium Communications 
Concord Telephone CT Communications 
ITC Deltacom LCI International 
NewSouth Communications North Carolina Natural Gas Corporation 
NuVox Communications Southern Bell Telephone Company 
Sprint Time Warner Telecomm 
Unicom Communications US LEC Communications 

 
ENERGY  
The Charlotte region has over 25 energy providers who combine new technologies along with 
aggressive growth strategies that allow their customers an advantage in today’s marketplace.  
The energy providers in the Charlotte region focus on providing an efficient, cost competitive 
and reliable utility environment for one of the fastest growing regions in the Southeast: 

• Over 25 major investor owned electric service providers, electric cooperatives, and municipal 
electric providers that includes Duke Energy and Progress Energy 

•  Maintained electric rates 10-30% below the National average over the last 20 years 
• Competitive rates that range on the order of 4.5 to 5 cents/kwh (Duke Energy)  
• A diversified existing generation portfolio which provides rate stability (47% nuclear, 53% 

coal)  
• NC has the Southeast’s only Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard of 12.5% in by 2021 
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Duke Energy is one of the largest electric power providers in the United States.  They 
supply and deliver energy to approximately 3.9 million U.S. customers. The company 
has nearly 37,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the 
Carolinas.  The company annually invests in improvements that contribute to power 
quality and delivery throughout its system.  With a commitment to ongoing generation 
supply, line clearance, cable replacement and transmission line upgrades, Duke Energy 
is a leader in providing quality service for their customers. In 2006 Duke Energy 
received the highest overall customer satisfaction ranking of business customers in the 
US and ranked the highest in the Southeastern market as measured by J.D. Power and 
Associates.   
 
Progress Energy provides electric services for three counties in the Charlotte region.  
Progress Energy, headquartered in Raleigh, N.C., is a Fortune 250 diversified energy 
company with more than 23,000 megawatts of generation capacity and $10 billion in 
annual revenues. The company's holdings include two electric utilities serving 
approximately 3 million customers in North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida. 
Progress Energy is the 2006 recipient of the Edison Electric Institute's Edison Award, 
the industry's highest honor, in recognition of its operational excellence. In 2005, the 
company also received the prestigious J.D. Power and Associates Founder's Award for 
dedication, commitment and sustained improvement in customer service. 
 
ElectriciCities is a not-for-profit government service organization representing cities, 
towns and universities that own electric distribution systems. Today, ElectriCities 
represents more than 90 members in North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia. 
ElectriCities continues today to serve Public Power communities in economic 
development projects. 
 
Palmetto Economic Development Corporation is the economic development agency 
responsible for marketing and business assistance for the SC Power Team.  South 
Carolina has an electric power production, distribution and marketing team unique in 
America. It was created expressly to provide service to the people and businesses of 
South Carolina. The team consists of a state-owned, electric generating utility, Santee 
Cooper; a generation and transmission company, Central Electric Power Cooperative; 
twenty non-profit, customer-owned electric distribution cooperatives; and an economic 
development marketing organization, Palmetto Economic Development Corporation. 
This alliance is the largest and most effective power delivery system in the state.  

 
 

http://www.kcpl.com/�
http://www.aquila.com/�
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CHARLOTTE USA DATA CENTER SUCCESSES 
 
Having considered all of the best possible sites to locate datacenter operations within the U.S., 
below are few companies who have selected Charlotte USA as the best location for their 
operations: 
 

Novant Health First Charter Corporation 
Lending Tree TIAA-CREF 
EDS Hosted Solutions 
Peak 10 Merck 
Office Depot Wendy’s International 
Bank of America Wells Fargo/Wachovia 
Duke Apple 
*Google *Located right outside of 16- county region 
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OPERATING COST 

Duke Energy’s competitive rates offer business customers another advantage of locating within the 
Carolina’s.  Duke Energy partners with business customers by lowering their electric rates and offering 
credits to qualified projects.   

 Average Revenue per Kilowatthour by 
State 

State 

Average Electricity Rate for 

All Sectors 

(Cents per Kilowatthour) 

Missouri 6.23 

West Virginia 6.27 

Kentucky 6.51 

South Dakota 6.90 

Washington 6.98 

Oklahoma 7.00 

Kansas 7.34 

Arkansas 7.85 

Minnesota 7.86 

South Carolina 8.26 

North Carolina 8.35 

Ohio 8.57 

Georgia 8.64 

Mississippi 8.83 

Tennessee 8.93 

Virginia 8.93 

Alabama 8.99 

Pennsylvania 9.24 

Illinois 9.27 

Michigan 9.45 

Texas 10.65 

Florida 11.62 

California 12.62 

Maryland 13.20 

District of Columbia 13.44 

New York 15.78 
Source:  Electric Power Monthly.  Energy Information 
Administration, Washington, DC.  Nebraska Energy Office, 
Lincoln, NE. 
*The list above is not a complete list of utility rates. 

Professionals Average Wages 
 
Computer and Mathematical Occupations 
 
Average Hourly Wage: $36.15 
Average Annual Wage: $75,190 
 
Estimated Employment: 22,720 
 
Office and Administrative Support Occupations 
 
Average Hourly Wage: $15.43 
Average Annual Wage: $32,090 
 
Estimated Employment: 151,300 
 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics May 2008 Metropolitan and 
Nonmetropolitan Area Occupational Employment and Wage 
Estimates 
 
*Wages are for MSA only – Anson, Cabarrus, Gaston, 
Mecklenburg, Union, York 
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CHARLOTTE USA:  Data Centers/Call Centers/Back Office operations 
 
* Corporate headquarters located in Charlotte USA region 

Company_Name Business City State Employees at Site 
         

AAA Carolinas Travel/auto service Charlotte NC 200 

ADP Payroll Processing Charlotte NC 200 

Agdata* 
Data management for 
agribusiness Charlotte NC 65 

Allstate Insurance Co. Insurance Charlotte NC 1,150 

Alltel Communications Telecommunications Charlotte NC 700 

Americredit Consumer Finance Huntersville NC 400 

Apple (announced July 2009) Technical Maiden NC 50 

AT&T/BellSouth Telecommunications Charlotte NC 176 

AXA Financial Insurance Charlotte NC 95 

Bank of America* Banking Charlotte NC 137 

Carolinas Healthcare System* Healthcare Provider Charlotte NC 20 

Carrier Corporation 
Customer Service / Technical 
Support Charlotte NC 33 

CharMeck Information (311) Information Center Charlotte NC 60 

CitFinancial Financial Services Fort Mill SC 750 

Convergys Cable Provider Charlotte  NC 400 

Connextions 
Client communications,  
Fulfillment Concord NC 750 

Decision One Mortgage Mortgage Services Charlotte NC 1,500 

Dow Jones Wall Street Journal Newspaper Publishing Charlotte NC 30 

Duke Power* Electric Utility Charlotte NC 600 

EDS Data processing Charlotte NC 600 

EquiFirst Corporation Mortgage Services Charlotte NC 400 

E*Trade Financial Online brokerage Charlotte NC 50 

Everdream Corporation Computer Outsourcing Charlotte NC 30 

Food Lion* Backoffice/HR & Accounting Salisbury NC 450 

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond Central Bank Branch Charlotte NC 400 

G.E. Capital/Lowe’s Credit Consumer Credit Charlotte NC 110 

G.E. Industrial Systems Technical after-sales service Charlotte NC 133 

GE Polymerland Inc. Plastics Resin Distribution Huntersville NC 50 

GM Onstar/Convergys Vehicle Navigation Systems Charlotte NC 1,000 
*Google (currently under construction) 
Located outside of 16-county region Data Center Lenoir NC 200 

Harrisdirect Online brokerage Charlotte NC 150 
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CHARLOTTE USA:  MISSION CRITICAL OPERATIONS (CONTINUED) 
 

Hartford Insurance Company Insurance Charlotte NC 400 

Hewitt & Associates Financial Services Charlotte NC 900 

IBM Global Services Hardware/Software support Charlotte NC 1,800 

Inspiration Networks* Media Production/Broadcasting Lancaster SC 350 

IQOR Formerly IRMC (IntelliRisk 
Management Corp.) Utilities Call Center Charlotte NC 600 

Jacobsen, A Textron Co. Product Support Charlotte NC 40 

Jefferson Pilot Communications Radio Broadcasting Charlotte NC 305 

Kemper Insurance Charlotte NC 95 

Kennametal Backoffice/Customer Service Indian Land SC 85 

LendingTree Online mortgage brokerage Charlotte NC 180 

Lowe's Inc 
Information Technology 
Support Mooresville NC 500 

LPL Financial Services Financial Services Charlotte NC 600 

MedCo Health Solutions Healthcare Services Charlotte NC 150 

Mergent Financial Services Fort Mill SC 200 

Merck Information Services Charlotte NC n/a 

MetLife Claims Office Insurance Charlotte NC 50 

Metro One Telecommunications Enhanced Directory assistance Charlotte NC 200 

Microsoft Corp. Software Support Charlotte NC 1,344 

Mutual of Omaha Insurance Gastonia NC 150 

NBC TV Broadcasting Charlotte NC 140 

Newell Rubbermaid Foodservice Products Division Huntersville NC 387 

Novant Healthcare Services Fort Mill SC 200 

Old Canal Financial Corp. Residential Loan Servicing Charlotte NC 110 

Peak 10 Hosting Services Charlotte NC n/a 

Piedmont Natural Gas Natural Gas Utility Charlotte NC 70 

Pulte Mortgage Mortgage Services Charlotte NC 235 

Avelo formerly Senderra Lending Financial Services Indian Land SC 165 

Sharonview Credit Union Financial Services Indian Land SC 125 

Socialserve.com Housing Provider Charlotte NC 36 

Sprint PCS Telecommunications Charlotte NC 1,200 

State Farm Insurance Charlotte NC 90 

Suite 1000 
Full Service, Contract Service 
Center Charlotte NC 17 

Telerx Healthcare Services 
Kings 
Mountain NC 450 

The Equitable (AXA Financial) Insurance Charlotte NC 95 
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CHARLOTTE USA:  SELECTED MISSION CRITICAL OPERATIONS  
 

The Lash Group Pharmaceutical Industry Charlotte NC 300 

The Vanguard Group Mutual Funds Charlotte NC 700 

TIAA-CREF Mutual Funds/insurance Charlotte NC 2,643 

Time Warner Cable TV Charlotte NC 248 

Transamerica Reinsurance Insurance Charlotte NC 265 

Transunion Settlement Solutions Insurance Charlotte NC 140 

Wells Fargo/Wachovia Corporation Banking Charlotte NC 1,500 

WCNC TV Broadcasting Charlotte NC 160 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage Inc. Mortgage Services Fort Mill SC 1,200 

Yellow Pages Directory Assistance Charlotte NC 85 

Yodle Inc. Online Advertiser Charlotte NC 8 
        

Green = Indicates Mission Critical Facilities         
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CHARLOTTE USA LARGEST ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS 
 
FreemanWhite Inc. Freemanwhite.com 
Parsons Parsons.com 
Little Diversified Architectural Consulting Littleonline.com 
Jenkins & Peer Architects Jenkinspeer.com 
Odell Associates Inc. Odell.com 
McCulloch England Associates Architects Mccullochengland.com 
LS3P Associates Ltd. Ls3p.com 
Perkins & Will Perkinswill.com 
ADW Architects Adwarchitects.com 
WGM Design Inc. Wgmdesign.com 
Gantt Huberman Architects PLLC Gantthuberman.com 
The FWA Group Fwagroup.com 
Shook Kelley Shookkelley.com 
FMK Architects Fmkarchitects.com 
Narmour Wright Associates Narmourwright.com 
ESD Architecture Esdarch.com 
Overcash Demmitt Architects Odarch.com 
HSMM Hsmm.com 
Peterson Associates PA Peterson-ae.com 
Meyer-Greeson-Paullin Mgparchitects.com 
MBAJ Architecture Mbaj.com 
WKWW Architects Wkwwarchitects.com 
DMR Architecture PLLC Dmra.biz 
Wash Hatem Nelson Architects PA Whnarch.com 
Clark Patterson Associates Design 
Professionals 

Clarkpatterson.com 

Clark Nexsen Architecture & Engineering Clarknexsen.com 
Moseley Architects Moseleyarchitects.com  
Source: Charlotte Business Journal, 2008 
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CHARLOTTE USA TELECOMMUNICATIONS FIRMS 
 
BellSouth www.bellsouth.com 
Winstream Communications www.windstream.com 
Verizon Business www.verizon.com 
Comporium Communications www.comporium.com 
Sprint Nextel Corp. www.sprint.com 
CT Communications Inc. www.ctc.net 
WynnCom www.wynncom.com 
Verizon Wireless www.verizonwireless.com 
Spirit Telecom LLC www.spiritelecom.com 
US LEC Corp. www.uslec.com 
ITC DeltaCom Inc. www.itcdeltacom.com 
Time Warner Telecom Inc. www.wtelecom.com 
Network Telephone Corp. www.networktelephone.net 
Carolina Communications Inc. www.carolinacommunications.net 
TelCove www.telcove.com 
Verizon Communications www.verizon.com 
Southeastern Telecom Inc. www.setelecom.com 
FairPoint Communications Inc. www.fairpoint.com 
Qwest Communications International Inc. www.quest.com  
Telecom www.telecomone.net 
Springboard Telecom www.springboardtelecom.com 
NuVox Communications www.nuvox.com 
Southern LEC www.southernlec.com 
Pineville Telephone Co. www.pinevillenc.net 
Source: Charlotte Business Journal, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bellsouth.com/�
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CHARLOTTE USA ENGINEERING FIRMS 
 
Parsons www.parsons.com 
Perigon PA www.perigoneng.com 
The Shaw Group www.shawgrp.com 
W.K. Dickinson & Co. Inc. www.wkdickson.com 
HDR Engineering Inc of the Carolinas www.hdrinc.com 
Devine Tarbell & Associates www.devinetarbell.com 
Stantec Consulting Services Inc. www.stantec.com 
Schnabel Engineering www.schnabel-eng.com 
Ralph Whitehead Associates Inc. www.rwhitehead.com 
S&ME Inc. www.smeinc.com 
Kimley-Horn and Associates Inc. www.kimley-horn.com 
ESP Associates PA www.espassociates.com 
MACTEC Engineering & Consulting Inc. www.mactec.com 
Freeman & White www.freemanwhite.com 
Penta Engineering & Consulting Inc. www.pentangr.com 
Professional Service Industries Inc. www.psiusa.com 
PBS&J www.pbsj.com 
United Engineering Group Inc. www.unitedeg.com 
Laurene & Rickner PC www.1rcp.net 
Midrex Technologies www.midrex.com 
Little www.littleonline.com 
Arcadis www.arcadis-us.com 
Brown & Caldwell www.brownandcaldwell.com 
Woolpert Inc. www.woolpert.com 
HSMM/Watershed Concepts www.hsmm.com 
CDM www.cdm.com  
Source: Charlotte Business Journal, 2008 
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CHARLOTTE USA LARGEST AREA TECHNOLOGY CONSULTING FIRMS  
 
A.T. Distribution Inc. www.atdinc.com  
Carolina IT Professionals Inc. www.citpinc.com 
CIBER Inc. www.ciber.com 
Baytree Associates www.baytree.com 
Titan Technology Partners www.s2v.com 
Comsys IT Services www.comsys.com 
Internetwork Engineering www.ineteng.com 
The Revere Group www.reveregroup.com 
Strategic Staffing Solutions www.strategicstaffing.com 
Premier Alliance Group Inc. www.premieralliance.com 
Signature Consultants www.sigconsult.com 
North Highland Group Inc. www.northhighland.com 
Software Management Consultants Inc. www.smci.com 
Compsee Inc. www.compsee.com 
Business Control Systems www.bcsmis.com 
CCCi www.cccitpeople.com 
CNP Technologies www.cnp.net 
CISTECH Inc. www.cistech.net 
InterDyn www.interdyn.com 
Practical Software Solutions Inc. www.practicalsoftwaresolutions.com 
CIS Consulting Group www.cisinfo.com 
Queen Associates Inc. www.QAi3.com 
The Comdyn Group www.comdyn.com 
NouvEON Technology Partners Inc. www.nouvEON.com 
4Front Systems Inc. www.4frontsystems.com  
Source: Charlotte Business Journal, 2008 
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CHARLOTTE USA LARGEST CONSTRUCTION FIRMS 
 
BE&K Building Group Inc. www.bekbuildinggroup.com 
Bovis Lend Lease Inc. www.rodgersbuilders.com 
Shelco Inc. www.bovislendlease.com 
Holder Construction www.holderconstruction.com 
Clancy & Theys Construction Co. www.clancytheys.com 
Balfour Beatty www.balfourbeatty.com 
Blythe Development Co. www.blythedevelopment.com 
DeVere Construction Co. Inc. www.devere.tv 
Crowder Construction Co. www.crodercc.com 
Samet Corp. www.sametcorp.com 
Thompson Arthur, a division of Apac Atlantic www.apac.com 
Matthews Construction Co. Inc. www.matthewsconstruction.com 
R. N. Rouse & Co. Inc. www.rnrouse.com 
Rodgers Builders Inc. www.rodgersbuilders.com 
Barnhill Contracting Co. www.barnhillcontracting.com 
Skanska USA Building Inc. www.skanskausa.com 
Choate Construction Co. www.choateco.com 
Turner Construction Co. www.turnerconstruction.com 
Cox & Schepp Construction Inc. www.coxschepp.com 
R.J. Griffin & Co. www.rjgriffin.com 
R.T. Dooley Construction Co. www.rtdooley.com 
John S. Clark Co. www.jsclark.com 
Brasfield & Gorrie www.brasfieldgorrie.com 
Crosland www.crosland.com 
Edifice Inc. www.edificeinc.com 
Myers & Chapman Inc. www.myers-chapman.com 
Source: Charlotte Business Journal, 2008 
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THE CHARLOTTE USA REGIONAL COMMUNITIES 

The Charlotte Regional Partnership city and county economic development partners offer 
unique benefits to businesses relocating or expanding in the area. 

To take a virtual tour and get a more in-depth look at the counties and communities that 
comprise the Charlotte USA region, click the link below and visit community profiles. 

http://www.charlotteusa.com/Regional/regional_communities.asp 

 
THE CHARLOTTE REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP 

The Charlotte Regional Partnership is here to help. If you are considering relocating your 
business, we will be happy to meet with you or your representatives to discuss the possible 
advantages of locating in Charlotte USA. Our services include site location assistance and 
customized research for business prospects considering Charlotte USA.  

To receive more information or to request a meeting, please contact: 

 
David Swenson 
Vice President 
Economic Development Services 
dswenson@charlotteusa.com 
Direct Tel: 704-347-6584 
Office: 704-347-8942 
Toll Free: 1-800-554-4373 
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Groundshaking Hazards from Earthquakes in the Contiguous United States. This map shows in color 
those parts of the contiguous 48 states that have a 10% chance of experiencing an earthquake strong enough 
to cause appreciable damage in a 50-year period. In the yellow areas, maximum ground shaking would be 8-
16% of the force of gravity, which is strong enough to damage unreinforced masonry buildings, even those built 
on bedrock. Darker colors are at the same risk for more intense shaking, while areas left blank would have less 
intense shaking.  Source: USGS, Geographic Distribution of Major Hazards in United States.
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Map Showing Tornado Risk Areas in the Conterminous United States. The categories shown reflect 
the tornado recurrence interval at a single point. In the highest risk areas, a tornado of significant strength 
would be expected to occur once every 2000 years, at each point in the area shown. For the high-risk areas, 
the interval would be once every 5000 years. The data base is 800 cases of significant tornadoes for the 
period 1954-1992. Source: USGS, Geographic Distribution of Major Hazards in United States.

CharlotteCharlotte



Map Showing Hurricane Activity in the Conterminous United States. The areas shown reflect the 
number of hurricanes per 100 years expected to pass within 75 nautical miles (159 km) of any point in the 
colored regions. The highest-risk area (red line) shows where 60 hurricanes per 100 years skim up the east 
coast. The high-risk area would see 40-60 hurricanes per 100 years, and the moderate-risk area would see 
20-40 hurricanes per 100 years. The period of observation is 1888 to 1988. Source: USGS, Geographic 
Distribution of Major Hazards in United States.
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